of legal professional. But even this more limited perspective should recognize the contemporary environment and the coming changes.
2 This Article discuss how law schools in our hemisphere can better prepare lawyers for the future, work together more effectively, and promote improvements in the justice systems.
II. TRAINING IN THE TRANSNATIONAL LEGAL PRACTICE

A. The Need for More International Law Training in the United States
Law What all of these changes have in common is their significant altering of the international playing field. Consequently, law schools and academic professionals have an obligation to adjust our teaching methods and curriculum to match the evolving international situation. The point is,
we are in a rapid state of change that requires law schools to react with greater speed than we have in the past. The effectiveness of teaching can be greatly enhanced by cooperation among law schools in the hemisphere.
B. Avoiding "Legal Imperialism" in Latin America
In developing and assisting with justice systems, U.S. assistance has sometimes been termed "legal imperialism." 7 The criticism suggests that much of the American legal assistance was premised on the conclusion that the legal model in the United States is better than the ones in other countries. 8 This concept has also been called "Americanization," where U.S. language and legal norms become the standard in other nations due to the predominance and power of the United States in the international community rather than through free choice. 9 To avoid this perception, the goal of any proposed program should not be to install the American legal system, but rather to engage in a dialogue about common principles and studies of successful procedures.
To be successful, any legal model must be a product of the values and culture of the citizens it governs. Therefore, mutual understanding in seeking successful models is central to success.
C. Differences Between the United States and Latin America
The future lawyers of the Americas should learn that the rule of law stems from the society in which it is located. If the society is democratic and open, then the law will likely be the same. These future leaders must also learn about the differing cultural and historic contexts that have guided legal development in our hemisphere. For example, the difference in the colonial histories and economic systems of the United States from the rest of the Americas provides a critical basis for understanding the current distribution of wealth and the structure of governments in the hemisphere. 10 Even so, colleges in the United States rarely offer courses 
D. Subjects Critical to Law Schools in the Americas
Treaties and trade agreements are of obvious significance when considering the education and practice of international law. Treaties are important in forming international law and relations. 16 Trade has lasting effects not only on economies of the involved nations, but on poverty, labor, women, indigenous populations, health, and the environment. 17 It is important for the expansion of legal education in international law involve a solid grounding in treaty and trade practice between nations, especially in Latin America given its close proximity to our nation.
Environmental issues have been examined in the U.S. legal system and education system in many different ways. limits the ability of law schools to conduct foreign programs. Despite these obstacles, there are some very successful foreign programs for both for students and faculty. These programs help build a greater understanding of another language, culture, history, and context, which, in turn, helps develop better mutual professional understanding in the legal community of both nations.
The classroom can provide valuable background and contribute to identifying similarities and differences between the systems, but the classroom cannot replace real world experience and interaction.
The basic infrastructure of legal education is unlikely to change quickly. Thus, progress in integrating the profession will likely need to be done in incremental steps. There are numerous successful exchanges that exist between law schools. For example, The University of Florida Levin College of Law has its own success story in its effective partnership with the University of Costa Rica. As a case study, this relationship is worthwhile and will be discussed later in greater 26. ABA Standard 307 allows for the foreign credits, but ABA Standard 305 sets out meeting and interaction requirements for faculty and sets limits as to the credit that can be earned. This makes it very difficult for law students to find school based learning or experience in areas where the faculty might not have reasonable access. See ABA STANDARDS FOR APPROVAL OF LAW SCHOOLS § detail. 27 But as the transnational practice of law grows, the opportunities of law schools in Latin
America to learn and study with teachers and students from the United States and abroad will increase.
The legal community as a whole also has much to gain by the implementation of increased transnational law practice between the United States and Latin America. As the Hispanic and Latino population of the United States grows, as does immigration concerns, it will be important for lawyers to have a firm grasp of the culture and needs of possible new clientele. 28 Moreover, an understanding of the comparative law systems, and access to information about the trade and treaty laws of the different countries, will be of increasing importance in business and corporate law and government concerns. The more transnational law with Latin America is developed in law schools, the more access the legal community will have to information vital for practice.
The American community as a whole also stands to benefit from the increased transnational legal practice. 29 Not only will the population have access to lawyers with better training in the international arena to address their concerns, but our lawyers as policymakers will also have a greater understanding of the international legal community. This is especially important in the aforementioned areas of immigration, trade with Latin America, environmental concerns, and many other areas of social concern important to the population of the United States.
III. LEGAL EDUCATION INTERACTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND LATIN AMERICA
Interaction between legal education institutions in the United States and Latin America is one important and necessary way of fostering transnational legal practice between the countries.
Law schools have the resources and flexibility to provide many enriching opportunities for students, faculty, and those practicing in the legal community to meet and study with each other.
These interactions can also help promote effectual and positive changes here in the United States and in Latin America.
A. Students
There are many ways that law schools can provide interaction between the United States and Latin America for students. One of the most common ways is through exchange programs.
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Exchange programs allow students to study in another country while typically receiving credit toward their degree at their home school. This provides a unique opportunity for the student to experience the culture of a different country and understand differences in culture and legal structure. Many of these programs also allow the students to learn about topics specific to the area from the experienced faculty at the school they are visiting. The benefits to a law student are obvious; instead of just a textbook knowledge of the comparative law and legal system, the student witnesses the system and culture firsthand.
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LLM programs are another way to expand international relationships and cultural awareness.
First, there are a number of schools now offering LLM programs specifically tailored to an increased knowledge of international law. Some even focus on specific areas on international law like taxation, international relations, and others. However, LLM programs can also bring foreign students to U.S. campuses for postgraduate legal studies and many universities in the United
States operate such programs. 32 For example, the University of Florida has established a oneyear LLM program in comparative law reserved for foreign attorneys and law students, and over the past ten years, UF has hosted law students from Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico and Venezuela. 33 These LLM programs allows students who cannot participate in an exchange program, or students who want to learn about more than one culture, the opportunity to interact with legal students and professionals from many different countries. This experience allows students to gain firsthand knowledge about many different cultures without having to leave the law campus.
There are also short-term changes that could facilitate relationships and the development of common understanding. years. The range of international student organizations and competitions offers a menu of opportunities for our law schools to foster relationships and experience cultural and academic exchanges. In an age of digital and instant communications, such relationships could be easily established and maintained. From a practical point of view and from personal experience, communications north and south can be easier than that of east and west simply because of time zones. Some examples of student organizations that can promote understanding include:
• The International Law Students Association 34
• International Moot Court competitions; and
• Journals focusing on international law issues.
Changes in curriculum are a basic tool of educational institutions that can affect a change.
Increased availability of international and comparative law courses is elemental to progress.
Exchange programs that give U.S. students the opportunity to study and live in Latin American countries are also an important component to internationalizing the curriculum.
B. Faculty
Law school faculty also stand to benefit from interaction between the United States and are also frequently overlooked as a method of creating strong transnational legal education programs. 37 Not only will these projects themselves provide benefit, but the opportunity to build strong transnational legal networks between students, faculty, and professionals will be invaluable to everyone involved.
C. Areas of Concern
When considering the legal education interaction between the hemispheres, there are many areas of study that should be addressed for the benefit of all involved. We must ensure that
we not only increase the interaction between the nations, but also ensure that the interaction is meaningful and promotes positive change.
Increased attention to the ethical policies and practices involved in transnational and multinational legal transactions will be of growing importance to lawyers throughout the understanding of the modern consequences of the global community, law schools also have the duty to teach students about their ethical obligations both to their clients and to the community as a whole.
Law schools have a direct and explicit responsibility to prepare students and legal professionals to be part of the legal community. Inherent to that duty is the need to enrich the cultural and professional knowledge and experience of those who study there. This means not only addressing the specific educational and professional needs in an area of expertise, but helping to develop professionals with a solid understanding of the different transnational and comparative law interactions. Likewise, law schools should help foster the appreciation for other societies and cultures and how they affect the practice of international law and policy.
IV. NON-TRADITIONAL APPROACHES
There are other ways for law schools to effect a positive change in the practice of law in Latin America and in the United States beyond just the expansion of curriculum, faculty, and student exchange. Non-traditional approaches to the practice of law and legal education can provide additional options to the transnational practice of law.
A. Clinics
Clinics and clinical education are non-traditional approaches that can reap immediate and helpful rewards to students and the community. Promoting clinical and direct assistance to individuals in need, the clinical movement has only recently gained broad acceptance, seeming grudgingly so, by the mainstream U.S. legal education system. 39 The purpose of clinical education is not to replace the substantive law taught by mainstream academia, but rather to bridge the gap between theory and practice. 40 There are multiple benefits of direct legal services linics: c
• Direct service to individuals in need (especially the poor or underserved indigenous populations);
• Practical training of students; and support for clients such as NGOs, state and local governments, and international organizations.
The University of Florida's Conservation Clinic operates in conjunction with the school's summer program in Costa Rica allowing students to work on international environmental projects. 41 Clinics began operating in many Latin American law schools around the same time they became a feature in U.S. legal education. 42 There are legal clinics throughout the Americas, and some are significant and continuing. These clinics reflect issues and concerns of their particular country. Chile provides an example of clinical programs working well within a nation's legal system, benefiting students, society and needy individuals. 43 In countries such as Chile, clinical education is not a requirement for graduation, but related requirements call upon law students to 41 . To further this transnational approach to clinical legal education, the UF Clinic's Director spent a semester at the University of Costa Rica faculty of law helping to set up a "consultorio juridico ambiental," modeled after the UF clinic. The Consultorio now operates on a year round basis, and may be the first in-house clinic devoted solely to environmental law in Latin America and the Caribbean. The benefit to UF students and faculty is the ability to step into an ongoing clinical program with its own portfolio of projects, applying their U.S. legal skills to culturally distinct context. provide a certain amount of public service to the poor. 44 The use of clinics in Guatemala provides students with valuable experience in issues of civil, family and labor law, while providing poor women and indigenous people access to justice. 45 In Costa Rica, the faculty at the University of Costa Rica is considering the establishment of a Center for Conflict Resolution to train mediators, with the expectation that this will include a student training component.
B. Externships
Externships also provide an alternate method of delivering legal education as well as expanding the possibilities of international law experience. These types of programs allow the student to actually work in the field of law under the tutelage of one of more practicing attorneys. 47 While this is not exactly new or non-traditional in practice, its application to international law could be an exciting way to expand international law education. Law schools and legal professionals can work together to provide externships both in the field of international law and/or practicing in another country. The benefits for students are similar to exchange programs, except the students get direct "real world" experience in the practice of law.
Furthermore the companies and firms hosting the extern get additional service and the chance to 44 . See generally González, supra note 12 (noting the public service requirement for admission to practice work with and hire quality attorneys from other areas of the world. However, there are some current difficulties in setting up such programs. The ABA Standards for approval of Law Schools allows law schools to give credit for studies done in foreign countries, but there are faculty supervision requirements that make it difficult.
C. Other Nontraditional Programs
There are also different types of law school based organizations that focus more on researching current issues of law and policy rather than on direct client service. These types of research centers also grew in periods of social evolution. There are multiple policy centers dealing with issues ranging from environmental law to consumer law to human rights. Many are based at law schools. 49 These usually are partially funded through grants (both private and public), contributions, and law school sources. Again, the benefits are multiple:
• Direct impact on public policy [legislative drafting and policy analysis];
• Experience and training in public policy; and
• Promotion of careers in public policy. Additionally, this helps lower the costs of legal actions, making them more accessible to the indigent and less wealthy within a society. 51 What is more, these benefits come without sacrificing the ability of anyone to access the legal system and get their "fair day in court."
Giving Latin American legal systems the opportunity to evaluate and examine these types of dispute resolution will be of great importance for the future of the Latin American legal community.
Many of these non-traditional approaches of law practice can be combined to produce unique opportunities for students and faculty. Costa Rican professors. While this program has the typical elements of a study abroad opportunity, it also adds elements of a clinic and fellowship, allowing students to get hands-on experience with local law and policy.
V. THE FUTURE OF LAW AND LEGAL EDUCATION IN LATIN AMERICA
It stands to reason that plans to implement change to legal education, whether here in the United States or in Latin America, must have clear goals and objectives. Primary among these goals is increased interrelationship among law schools in the Americas.
A. Legal Education
Legal education in both North and South America is continually challenged by a need for financial resources and better facilities. Studies done by Latin American researchers find that many law schools in Latin America need to improve their resources to provide a better education for students and thereby produce higher quality attorneys. 52 The physical conditions and needs of different schools must be weighed and valued in a case-by case setting, but there are some common problems identified by researchers that seem to interfere with many Latin American Exchanges, LLM programs, conferences, and other programs provided by U.S. law schools can provide increased opportunities for both students and faculty in Latin American law schools. Furthermore, these activities encourage reciprocal programs from Latin America, bringing more law students from the United States to Latin America, providing an insight into our culture and legal system that many of these students could otherwise never receive. Support from both public and private sources is necessary to make these programs a reality. faculty resources and increased program opportunities, these law schools will be able to produce higher quality attorneys.
These changes can and should bring about increased interaction with the different segments in society. As mentioned above, clinics and pro bono opportunities bring legal assistance to a segment of the population that is normally outside of its reach. With this interaction, the law students continue to get access to means of "real world" experience that will better prepare them for the practice of law.
Accreditation and quality assurance is another issue that is essential in an increasingly . 57 The AALS is composed of member law schools that meet certain criteria involving teaching, research, the intellectual community, academic freedom, governance, and a commitment to public service and justice. 58 ABA approval is more significant in the accreditation process, requiring law schools to meet eight chapters of legal education standards in areas of curriculum, faculty, admissions, financial resources, sustained). 57. The national accreditation role of these two organizations is especially significant given the fact that admission to the practice of law remains a function of the supreme courts of the various states. The national accreditations allows these state bars to rely upon the legal education of out-of-state applicants. 
B. Support for Judicial Reform
There are important social, political, and legal changes occurring in Latin America and many of these changes are directly affecting the legal practice there. 67 The increased interaction with the U.S. legal education system can be a positive force for change in many of these areas.
Already we can see many of these important changes occurring with judicial reform in Latin America. legal issues presented to the courts, but will also provide a more stable, predictable, and equitable system of law. 69 Latin American court systems are also starting to turn to a more consolidated court system. Many of the current legal systems in Latin America are composed of different types of courts requiring various types of actions, sometimes involving the same incident, to be filed in different courts of jurisdiction. Each of these courts has its own requirements and appeals, while sometimes dealing with overlapping issues. This keeps the legal system too complicated and out of reach of many of the country's citizens. 70 As many countries move toward a more streamlined legal structure with clear boundary lines, these issues will become more regulated and make the legal system more accessible to both the lawyer and the common man.
Many of the legal systems in
As stated above, legal systems both here and in Latin America have struggled with corruption and unequal preference given to the wealthy in society at various times. The result is low credibility of the justice system and rising crime rates. 71 As the governments enforce judicial reform and promote social welfare, these issues are being addressed from within. 72 Interaction among the entire legal community in our hemisphere can help as we share ideas on how to combat corruption and increase or focus on ethics and professionalism. 73 
C. Better "Partnership" of the United States and Latin American Legal Communities
One positive change that can be brought about in the near future is a closer relationship between the law schools here in the United States and those in Latin America. By working together and forming lasting partnerships we can provide a multitude of benefits both for Latin American and U.S. students. As stated above, these partnerships will also provide tremendous benefits for the legal communities across both regions. 74 Given the close physical proximity of our continents, it only stands to benefit us to develop strong ties and networking opportunities together for mutual gain.
The legal profession can also be brought into the interaction between Latin America and the United States. When law schools begin to open doors for the students and faculty to interchange, it allows local professionals to also interact and create bonds with professionals in other countries. Outside of multinational law firms and those who directly deal in international law matters, there is little impetus or opportunity for lawyers and legal professionals to work with professionals from other countries. 75 In a time of increasing globalization, these limitations impair the legal community's ability to adapt and grow with the changes.
Law schools are more than mere facilities to equip the next generation of legal professionals. They are tools that should provide research, training and learning opportunities to the existing legal profession and judiciary. By the same token, where feasible, the profession and the judiciary should be utilized by the schools to train and positively influence their students.
Clinical programs and externships are ideal places to introduce this interaction with students.
Other programs, such as the Inns of Court, offer students the opportunity to be mentored by a practitioner. Law school faculty can help provide continuing legal education to practicing lawyers as well as hosting conferences and symposiums addressing critical and important topics of law. This has the benefit of facilitating the interaction between academia and the profession, while also encouraging professors to think about uniting legal theory with legal practice.
VI. CONCLUSION
The current era of uncertainty is a time when academic institutions of mutual good will have the highest obligation. Because law is so important a factor in the construction of society, legal education programs have a special obligation to ensure tomorrow's leaders are equipped to make valuable contributions both domestically and internationally. The responsibilities of legal education in a globalizing world make it necessary to periodically revisit law school programs in America that may be troublesome or difficult for a lawyer from the United States to adapt to or overcome without some mentoring from a lawyer with experience from the area).
order to allow for necessary reforms and improvements.
Because law schools in the United States no longer operate in isolation, they must give attention to the laws and legal structures of our neighbors in Latin America. In Florida, a state that in many ways links the United States with Latin America, the legal academic community must recognize that our graduates will regularly deal with the laws, practitioners, and judges of different countries. The law schools of Latin America face similar challenges. Law school must prepare the students to meet these challenges by providing not only a sound substantive education, but also the necessary skills and experience. By adapting curriculum to alert students to the international contexts, offering clinics and externships, promoting student and faculty exchanges, and emphasizing ethical foundations, today's legal education will fulfill its obligation to train lawyers to serve their clients and society.
Appendix A-Law School Accreditation
Law schools in the United States do not face a mandatory accreditation structure, but rather may choose to voluntarily become accredited through the American Bar Association or through standards set forth by the state where the school is located. While a law school may choose to not become accredited at all, it would prevent the students from taking the state bar exam required to practice law; therefore, there is a strong impetus for any law school wishing to attract students to achieve and maintain some type of accreditation. 76 The accreditation through the American Bar Association is most prevalent, with 194 law schools having obtained this accreditation as of June 2006. 77 The following are some of the basic requirements that a law school in the United States needs to meet to obtain ABA certification: Standard 205 states the school must have a full-time Dean, Standard 210 states the school must not discriminate based on race, color, religion, national origin, sex, or sexual orientation in employment or enrollment, Standard 304 states the school must provide and require a certain amount of teaching hours and days per semester, as well as an over all amount of credit hours required for graduation, Standard 402 sets out student to teacher ratio standards for the law school. 30:1 or above gives a presumption of non-compliance, whereas, 20:1 gives the presumption of compliance. Anything between 20:1 and 30:1 is determined base on the school's teaching resources, 78 Standard 502 states that law schools must require a Bachelor's degree, or a showing that one is ¾ obtained, in order to be admitted as a student, Standard 503 requires law schools to have prospective students take the LSAT standardized test, or an approved equivalent, to apply for admission, Standard 511 states that law schools must provide access to some student services, including maintenance of student records, academic advising and counseling, financial aid counseling, and career counseling, Standard 601 requires the law school to maintain a law library Standard 701 states that law schools must have adequate facilities, including ample classrooms and an office for each full-time teacher Rule 4 requires the law school to be in operation for one full school year before it can apply for accreditation 79 There are criticisms to this structure of accreditation, and the authors do not suggest that the different countries should adapt this exact structure or the idea that the United States model would be at all successful within Latin America. 80 However, the authors have learned from their own experience that accreditation is useful in determining what is useful or needed for the school, as well as a means of demonstrating the need to administrators.
